The Entente Offensive, Autumn, 1916
for our attack, as in this way the strategical possibilities would be diminished; but this could not be helped. The first thing was to get over the mountains somehow. The gth Army had made an attempt, at the end of October, to advance south of the Vulcan and Szurdok Passes. This had been foiled by a sudden change of weather and by the vigilance of the enemy. The troops had to be withdrawn as far as the heights overlooking the pass. We had got some idea of the ground and had come to the conclusion that the forcing of the mountains, at this particularly narrow spot, was quite practicable. I also relied on the assumption that the Rumanians would not expect here the repetition of an attack which had cost us so heavily; so G.H.Q. decided to choose this position in the mountains as our point of sortie. It seemed more favourable than the region of Orsova, where the passes were still to be won.
Profiting by our dearly-won experience, we made thorough preparations, even to the smallest detail, and the troops were supplied with complete mountain equipment. Particular attention was given to the improvement of the mountain roads and the accumulation of material, so that there might be no delay in pursuing the enemy. Motor trolleys, for use on the Rumanian railways, were also held in readiness. Our communications in Wallachia would be very difficult, in spite of all our foresight, so long as only the road through the Szurdok Pass was at our disposal.
On the loth of November General Kuhne had completed his preparations, and the opening of operations was fixed for the nth. This group, with four infantry and two cavalry divisions, under the command of General Count von Schmettow, was to break out here, and push forward vigorously through Craiova to the river Aluta. This would mean that they would take the defences of Orsova on the east and the Rotenturm Pass in the rear. At Orsova a weak brigade, including German cyclist troops under the Austrian Colonel Szivo, was to attack simultaneously. General von Krafft, who was reinforced, and the troops south of Kronstadt were to continue their attacks.
The nth of November brought complete success to General
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